
                  

 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II  

May 10, 2026 

11:15 AM  

Loving God ◆  Serving Others ◆ Living Our Faith 
 

 



 

Welcome to St. Thaddeus 

We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us today! This service is but a 

small part of the continual prayer and praise offered to God by Christians at every hour 

and in every part of the world. At times, it may feel as if you are dropping in on a 

conversation already in progress between God and God’s people, which continues unto 

the ages. Don’t be surprised or disturbed if there are some things that you don’t 

understand right away—and don’t be embarrassed to ask for help. We pray that this 

service invites you into the ongoing stream of prayer and praise that unites us all—on 

Earth and in Heaven—as one Body of Christ. 

 

We invite all baptized Christians to receive the Holy Eucharist at the altar. The cross 

symbols in the text    indicate the traditional places where the people may make the sign 

of the cross over themselves. If you desire for communion to be brought to you in your 

seat by one of the ministers, please inform an usher.  

 

Please enter the church quietly in order not to disturb those who are in prayer, and take 

care to silence all noise-making devices. Children are especially encouraged and 

welcome to participate in all aspects of worship! “Holy wiggles” are a sure and certain 

sign of life and joy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 



THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN:   ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS & VOICES 

 

 



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE:                                                         GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

    1.  Glory to God on high                             

        And peace to all on earth;                           

        Lord God, almighty Father, King,              

        We praise you for your worth.                    

   2.  Lord Christ, the Lamb of God, 

        You take our sin away; 

        Now seated at the Father’s side, 

        Have mercy when we pray.  

   3.  You are the Holy One, 

        Most High, Lord Christ, alone, 

        You and the Holy Spirit with 

        The Father on his throne. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People             And also with you.  

Celebrant         Let us pray.  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 

and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

All are seated.   

THE FIRST READING                                                                     ACTS 17:22-31 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 

your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world 

and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 

human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 



boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and 

perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 

‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 

deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 

While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.” 

Reader        The Word of the Lord.  

People                   Thanks be to God.  

THE PSALM: 66:7-18 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 

and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips 

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

with the smoke of rams; * 

I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 



17 But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 

THE SECOND READING                                  1 PETER 3:13-22 

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 

but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 

who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 

abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer 

for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ 

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 

to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 

and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when 

God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 

that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 

saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at 

the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Reader         The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

All stand, as you are able.                             

THE SEQUENCE HYMN: ALLELUIA & VERSE FOR EASTER VI 

                                                                                                   THOMAS PAVLECHKO 

 

1. Choir sings the antiphon             3. The choir chants the verse 

2. All sing the antiphon                   4. All sing the antiphon.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                         JOHN 14:15-21 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People             Glory to you, Lord Christ.  



Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom 

the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 

he abides with you, and he will be in you. ”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 

In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 

will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They 

who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Priest       The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

THE SERMON                                      THE REVEREND JOSEPH S. WHITEHURST 
After a few moments of silence, all stand as you are able. 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                   BCP p. 358 

THE PEACE  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

The Ministers and People greet one another with signs of peace. The Celebrant then 

recites the offertory sentence.                    

THE OFFERTORY: ALLELUIA! CHRIST BEING RAISED FROM THE DEAD 

                                                                                                                  WALTER PELZ 

THE PRESENTATION HYMN: 512 vs. 1                      COME GRACIOUS SPIRIT 

 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Representatives of the congregation bring the People’s offerings of bread and wine, 

and money or other gifts, to the Celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are 

presented and placed on the Altar.  

Eucharistic Prayer D is among the most ancient liturgies of the Church, adapted from the 

Liturgy of Saint Basil in the 4th century. So central was that community's understanding 

of Christ's presence in the Eucharistic feast that the Prayers and Intercessions of the 

gathered community were inserted into the Eucharistic Prayer, as though those in 

worship were literally speaking to Christ himself, present in the Eucharist. During this 

season, our Prayers of the People are included in the Eucharistic Prayer. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D               BCP p. 372 

The people remain standing.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds. 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 

and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 

blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 

glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 

to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People 

 

THE SANCTUS: S-130                                                                   FRANZ SCHUBERT 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The people stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues                   

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom 

and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, 

in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 

disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 

mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again 

you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 

salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to 

be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, 

yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 

freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, 

rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 

sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 

world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 

his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took 

bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and 

his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to the right hand, 

awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this 

bread and this cup, we parise you and we bless you. 



Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 

and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues. 

Lord, we pray that in you goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 

upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 

the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 

sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of 

your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

Remember Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean our Presiding Bishop; Daniel our 

Bishop; Marshall, Joseph, and Frank our clergy; Adelle our seminarian; and all who 

minister in your Church. 

Remember the Faculty, staff, and students of  Mead Hall School. 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth, especially those who have 

commended themselves to our prayers: Charlie, Richard, Ray, Bob, Beth, Pam, Sharon, 

Cheryl, Mickey, Dustin, Gail, Damon, Darrell, Lee, Harry, Steve L., Anna Marie, Burt, 

Catharine, John B., and Glenn. 

Remember those people and places torn by strife, and especially those in the military: 

Butler, Levi, John, Samantha, Hayley, Michael, Giovanni, Will, Stephanie, Richard, and 

Ryan. 

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you 

alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages 

past. We praise you in union with them and give your glory through your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 

and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to sing, 



THE LORD’S PRAYER: Sung by all.  

THE FRACTION 

A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

THE COMMUNION MOTET: IF YE LOVE ME                          THOMAS TALLIS 

 Carol Hokans, soprano; Jay Jones, counter tenor 

 Worth Swearingen, tenor; Don Dupée, bass 
All stand or kneel. 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant and People.                                                             

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 

most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 

these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 

eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 

love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   

All are seated.  

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

All stand.  

THE BLESSING 

The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE POST COMMUNION HYMN: 516              COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



THE DISMISSAL 

The Priest dismisses the People, who respond by saying 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! If you are worshipping with us for the first time: 

Welcome, we’re glad you’re here and hope to see you again. Please take a moment to sign our 

guest register located in the Narthex (foyer) so that we can make this welcome a more personal 

one. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll consider making it here with us at St. 

Thaddeus. Again, thank you for worshipping with us today; may you find here the peace, comfort, 

and love of God to carry you through your week. 

 
 
 

Are you new to the area or visiting our church for the first time & want to know  
more about St. Thaddeus? Then scan the QR code below & see our website &  

complete our newcomer form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
~ Serving Today ~ 

  Celebrant & Preacher   The Reverend Joseph S. Whitehurst  
  Eucharistic Ministers   David Nichols 
                                Jo Ann Crystal 
  Acolytes     Kate Grande 

  James Carlson 
  Burck Meyer 

  Lector      Eric Carlson 
  Ushers      Larry Wyont 
                                                                          Allen Riddick 
  Altar Guild     Cathy Harte 
  Sound      Jenks Meyer 
  Vestry Member of the Day     Joanne Martin 
  Director of Music/Organist   Mr. Don Dupée 

  The St. Thaddeus Choir 

             Bonnie Coward              James Langford       
             McKenzie Cromer                  Rob Swingle 
             Gayle Ferguson                      Worth Swearingen 
  Carol Hokans                          Susan Stribling        
  Jay Jones                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Saint Thaddeus Episcopal Church 
Founded 1842 

 

Loving God ◆ Serving Others ◆ Living Our Faith 
A Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina 

 

The Right Reverend Daniel P. Richards, Bishop 
The Reverend Dr. Marshall A. Jolly, Rector 

The Reverend Joseph S. Whitehurst, Associate Rector 
The Reverend Dr. Frank Sawyer, Head of Mead Hall School 

Rebecca Rogan, Finance and Facilities Administrator 
Sondra Boyer, Parish Administrator 

Don Dupée, Director of Music & Organist 
Jay Jones, Rector’s Assistant for Ministry 

125 Pendleton Street, SW 
Aiken, South Carolina 29801 

stthad@stthaddeus.org ◆ www.stthaddeus.org  
(803) 648-5497 

VESTRY 
Will Gibbs, Sr. Warden; J. R. Ludwick, Jr. Warden;  

Claudia Adams, Treasurer; Susan Stribling, Clerk; Patrick Boylan; Susan Elder;  
Patrick Hare; Cathy Harte; Carl Jacobs; Joanne Martin; 

Marianne Swearingen; Morgan Whiteside; Boyd Wiedenman 

 


